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Evaluating the Blended Learning Experience of the Learning and Thinking
Skills Course in Light of the Community of Inquiry Framework Principles,
from the Perspective of First-year Students at the University of Bisha

Dr. Mohammed Ayid Algahtani
Associate Professor of Educational Technology, College of Education,

University of Bisha

Abstract: This study aimed to evaluate the experience of teaching the Learning
and Thinking Skills Course in a blended learning environment based on
availability of presence principles (teaching, social and cognitive) from the first-
year students' perspective at the University of Bisha. In order to fulfill this aim, a
questionnaire was designed and administered to all members of the study
population, totaling (716) male and female learners in the third semester of the
academic year1443/1444AH. A total of (275) male and female learners
responded, constituting (38%) of the study population.

The results indicate that first-year students perceive a high to "very high"
level of availability of teaching presence, social presence, and cognitive presence,
as well as the overall the community of inquiry components in the blended
learning environment. Positive and statistically significant correlations were
found between teaching presence (TP) and both social presence (SP) and
cognitive presence (CP). Additionally, a positive and statistically significant
correlation exists between social presence (SP) and cognitive presence (CP). The
academic track variable significantly influences the three community of inquiry
components in favor of administrative disciplines. However, gender and e-
learning experience do not significantly impact these components.

Recommendations include designing electronic courses based on
educational quality standards and enhancing faculty understanding of establishing
teaching presence in the e-learning environment. Attention should be given to
factors influencing community of inquiry components to ensure quality e-learning
outcomes.

Keywords: Blended Learning, Learning and Thinking Skills Course, Community
of Inquiry (Col), Social Presence, Cognitive Presence, Teaching Presence, First-
year university students, University of Bisha.
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